Minister’s Letter

At the Annual Methodist  Connexional Conference in Southport this summer, Martyn Atkins, the Church’s General Secretary, presented a report entitled, "Contemporary Methodism, - A discipleship movement shaped for mission".

 
On 13th August members of the Church Council spent a day at Waterside Lodge beside Southport Marina making a start on trying to discover what on earth it might mean for us to be a discipleship movement shaped for mission. With the help of a DVD produced by the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity we concluded for ourselves that yes indeed we were called to be disciples and to invite others to join us in the journey of discovering how our discipleship finds practical expression. 


So far so good - we recognised that we had not "made it", that we ourselves are on a journey, growing in grace. We also recognised that this changes the way we approach others. Our mission is not so much to preach to others from the vantage point of having "got it right" but rather to invite others to join us on this journey of discovery as together we seek to apply the truths which we find in the bible to our own lives. 


Such an approach is much more attractive to the generations who are missing from the church. They have reacted strongly against authority figures telling them how to live and what to do, they have a deep mistrust of those who promise certainties. 


Of course that doesn’t mean that we abandon the truths we have found in Christ, it doesn’t mean that we no longer believe that there is right and wrong. However, it does mean that we are willing to admit that we often struggle to live out our lives in accordance with those truths, that we do get it wrong and that we live by grace not by law. As I said - so far so good - I trust that everyone who came on our day by the marina will agree with what I have just said. 


What we found less easy to pin down was what that means in terms of being a church "shaped for mission". I believe that we were broadly in agreement that meeting together just once a week for an act of corporate worship did not suffice to enable us to grow as disciples. Although our worship is central , indeed it should be the consummation of our ongoing growth as disciples, it cannot stand alone. We also agreed that it is through wrestling with the gospel truths in our relationships with each others that we grow in grace and understanding. Quite how that works out in our fellowships, in the uniformed organisations, in the bible studies, in Facets we didn’t see clearly. However, I invite each of you to ponder this - it’s not just for the Church Council, it’s a question for all of us - how are we to become a "discipleship movement shaped for mission"?
God bless you, 

Tim

Family news 


We remember in our prayers those who are at present in hospital, June Flanagan, Freda Spencer and Joyce Cookson's husband, Baynard (Bay). 


We celebrate with those who have recently enjoyed special Wedding Anniversaries -





         Dennis and Dot Pulman (Diamond),




                     Joyce and Baynard Cookson (Diamond),




                      Pat and John Alexander (Golden).


On 24th April   Jake John Edmunds  was baptised 

and on 28th Aug  we celebrated the baptism of : -





Millie Snelson, 





Macey Ann Tootle





Jimmy Malcolm Tootle





Junior James Tootle
Christian Aid


I have been asked by the Southport Committee to pass on their thanks to all who helped in the House to House Collection this year. In total Southport Churches raised £17,500 of which our church raised £413.70. 


I am now retiring from the post of Christian Aid Secretary and would urge you to consider whether you feel called to do this worthwhile job.

Doreen Hooton

Worship Consultation


Elsewhere in the LINK you will be able to read of the exciting new ventures in worship being led by various groups, including Messy Church and Fusion Café. Plans are also being made by the uniformed organisations with a view to organising Parade Services on Parade nights. 


At our recent Worship Consultation we discussed the challenges of a full Church when we have multiple Baptisms, and arrangements forthcoming services, including plans for Christmas. 


The meeting also decided that the Church currently need the new Hymn Book. If any songs/hymns are required from the book we can project these, providing the copyright is covered. 


The date of the next meeting is Tuesday, 10th January 2012 at 7.30pm .  This is an open meeting and all are welcome.

Ken Hooton,  

Convenor   
The X Factor


Just missed out on the X Factor? Don't be too disappointed.  Join the Church Choir, or the Praise Group, to fulfil a long held ambition to sing or play an instrument.. 

Enquiries to Gill Scott-Taggart or Andy Trimble.

Devotional


Life is a moving feast from the moment of birth until death claims us all.  None escapes the eventuality of the cycle - how we cope is an individual process. 

The Gate of the Year  


And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown'.And he replied: "Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way"  So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.

(Louise Haskins)

Life is so precious, let us not waste a moment in looking back into darkness and despair. Rather place your hand in God's hand and go forward into the future safe in his care, guidance and love.  With all his blessings.  Amen

Eileen Roberts

Women’s Fellowship


 We have had our usual three summer outings all connected with eating, as always! Venues were the home of Molly Wright for afternoon tea, The Farm for Lunch and the Royal Clifton again for afternoon tea. 


There is a good autumn programme to look forward to.  We meet at 8.00pm on Wednesday evenings.  Any new members will be welcome to attend any of our meetings..


The Liverpool District Methodist Ladies’ Luncheon Club will be held on 12th October, 11.45am for 12.noon at the Adelphi Hotel.  


The Speaker is Revd Anne Hall.  If any ladies in our Church would like to join us for this Luncheon, you would be very welcome.  However, we need to know by 22nd September.

Hilary Barrass (Secretary)  
Guild

Well, our summer break is over, if you can call it a summer! We got together about once a month in a variety of activities, usually involving food. We are now looking forward to our winter activities. We begin with a meal at Church, prepared by the ladies and maybe some help from the men.


Our devotional evenings will be taken by: Revd Tim Hall, Revd Peter Hughes, Janice Atfield and Brian Simmons leading a Christmas Praise evening.


In addition: John Cotterall will be ‘Blaming it on the Fifties’; Allan Webb will be giving the first part of a two part talk about The History of Explosives; Tony Parkinson, who previously talked to us about the D Day landings which he took part in, will be talking to us about The Man Who Never Was; Greta Morphet will be telling us about New Initiatives in the work of Light for Life; Colin Hume will be giving us a  talk.


There is to be a Social Evening with a Faith Supper and a Member’s Evening, taken by Janet and Kevin Murray.  


At this time we would like to remember June Flanagan and her family and assure them of our constant prayers. We also think of Constance Wilkinson in hospital and soon to be moving into a new home. We are thinking of Jean Simmons as she continues with hospital treatment.


We would welcome anyone who is free on a Tuesday evening at 8 O’clock to join us.

God Bless. Eileen Fyles  (Secretary)

Messy Church

‘Messy Church’ is a nationwide venture started by Lucy Moore. She is renowned for her excellent resources for children through the Barnabas Trust. Many churches of all denominations all over the country, including Leyland Road and Victoria, have already had very enjoyable sessions.

Tim requested that I coordinate preparations for a Messy Church.  To date we have held two meetings for interested people and about 18 people are on board to help in various capacities. We hope to hold these approximately every six weeks i.e. twice a term.  They will involve  three elements; craft and games, worship and a meal.  Each session will last approximately 2 hours.


We are going to organise the first one on Saturday 29th October 2011, 3.30pm to 5.30pm. It will appeal to families with young children and is a very exciting venture your prayers would be valued There will be areas of expertise needed in food preparation, craft activities and worship.  Anyone who feels led to volunteer any of these gifts please contact Helen Revill

Fusion Café


By the time you read this the first of the Fusion Cafés  will have happened. We trust that it will have been a success - for God and the people of Birkdale. 


That is what Fusion Café is about - building bridges to the community. Not for building the church or increasing our profile, although both would be good. No, it is about bringing the good news of Jesus to those who may not even know they need it. 


The invitation is from YOU to your friends and neighbours to come to a non-threatening, reasonably familiar setting of a coffee house - and it's for FREE. Please don't be afraid of a refusal. Jesus was rejected and still lived the Good News. Let us do the same letting God bring people to him. We need only be trusting, faithful and loving and He will do the rest. 


Brethren, if you are not praying for Fusion Café, please do. If you are praying, please keep on and let us spread the Good News. The Good News of sin forgiven and lives renewed to live in a more positive and fulfilling way - the way of Jesus.


More details and information from Andy Trimble, Tim Hall, any of the stewards.

Andy Trimble

Girls' Brigade

After holding our Annual Awards Evening where the girls received the awards that they had gained over the year, our last weeks of the session were held on the beach, ten pin bowling and at  Macdonalds.  Suffice to say, a good time was had by all!


We are looking forward to our new sessions, and hope to welcome back all of our members, and hopefully some new ones to enjoy fun and fellowship together on a Tuesday evening. We provide a full and varied programme for 4 to teens, in a safe and secure setting, whilst promoting our love of the Lord Jesus Christ through the things that we do.


At the end of September, we will be holding our Annual Joint Enrolment Service with the Boys' Brigade. It is one of the most important events in the calendar of Brigade when we all, Young people, Officers and Helpers alike dedicate ourselves to our Lord, Church and Company. This Service fortifies us and builds us up for the year ahead, and we always appreciate the support we have from the Church Family at this Service.


In November, our Girls' Brigade Company will be celebrating our 50th Anniversary and we hope to mark this occasion with a Service of Thanksgiving for the work of The Girls' Brigade, here at Liverpool Road, not forgetting Brighton Road which is where the Company was first started. 


We look forward to inviting you to celebrate with us, and thank you once again for your support.

Jayne Wilcox
Captain 

National Children's Home


The total collection from the National Children’s  Home Boxes amounted to £226.92 this year. Thank you to everyone who collects for me over the past year, and if there is anyone interested in having a Box to collect their small change for this Charity please contact Linda Halsall.
 

Rambling Club

The Kendal Walk  14th May 2011


On a showery 14th May our party of 41 boarded the coach for Kendal. The main walk group of 19 were set down at Garnet bridge ,3 miles north of Kendal,to be led by Janet & Peter Oldham on a fine high level walk to Staveley.After a short steep climb we took a path round the flank of Potter Fell to Potter Tarn where we had our lunch.The panoramic views over Kendal were exceptional. On the descent to Staveley we met  Sally Eyes and friend enjoying a rest 


This excellent walk ended in Wilf"s Tea rooms Staveley where we rejoined the coach.Meanwhile the other party of walkers  led by Pat Inglis, had started from north Kendal  to walk a path south to the K Centre, following the river Kent and past its five bridges. All were reunited at the K Centre for a good trip home.We all agreed it had been a great day out.

The Llangollen Walk   18 June 2011


A full coach set off from Liverpool Road to Llangollen in North Wales.  After a stop at services near Chester we arrived at this busy town.  Sue Blaney and daughter, Judith, were to lead a group up on to the Panorama walk, which circles the hill topped by Dinas Bran castle ruins.  Sue optimistically thought it was seven miles long, but those who managed it estimated it was at least eight.  The views from the route were amazing, looking down on the town, the river Dee and the canal.  

       The walk started with a steep incline from the canal and continued along a tarmac track. After reaching the Garth the group dropped down to walk along the canal and back in to the town.

        Another smaller group went along the canal to its beginnings at the Horseshoe Falls, passing the Eisteddfod Pavilion and the railway sidings where old coaches were being refurbished for use on the steam railway.  

        They paused at the Chainbridge Hotel for refreshments and then walked back along the A5, London to Holyhead road, to the cafes in Llangollen.


Other groups spent the time on the horse-drawn canal boat or the steam railway trip along the Dee valley before exploring the delightful Welsh town.   There seemed to be plenty for everyone to do, whether walkers or not. 


Our thanks to Sue and Judith for leading this walk..

The Ilkley Walk  30th July 2011


On a sunny 30th July a small group of 24 went by coach to Ilkley via Strawberry Fields café, en - route picking up Mike Brookfield, our walk leader. Half the party stayed in Ilkley, a really delightful town alongside the picturesque river Wharf. The river banks were attracting many family picnics enjoying the warm sun, and the town was a hive of activity.


Our walk took a very interesting route starting with a stiff climb through Middleton woods, then across fields and glades before descending back to the river.On the hillside we found wild raspberries and a well tended convent garden with the stations of the cross. Remarkably we crossed 18 awkward styles!. Fair gasping, we regained the town and its very good tea shops.

Thanks Mike for the idea and the walk

Malcolm Dunning & Bernard Blaney


There are two rooms vacant at Connell Court Methodist Home. If you know of anyone who would benefit from the care offered please contact the Home Manager, 

FACETS

126 people from the local community of Birkdale registered on 13th September for the Autumn Term of Facets.

They will take part in the many activities offered including: - 

Art; "Think Young and Slim;  Chess; French; Table Tennis; "Any Questions";  "Creative Crafts;  Cookery;  "Music for Pleasure";  Bridge; Active Retirement;  Computers for Beginners; Floral Art;  etc.

If none of these suit your taste, then come along and start another group.  It may have to be an external activity in view of the full use of almost every room on the premises. 

Footnote


A gentleman walked into a bookstore and asked the lady assistant where he could find a book entitled "Man, the master of Women" .


The lady looked him straight in the eye and said "Try the fiction section!"

Gardener's World  -  Reap what you sow


Plant three rows of peas:



Pease of mind



Pease of heart



Pease of soul 


Plant four rows of  squash:



Squash gossip



Squash indifference




Squash grumbling



Squash selfishness


Plant  four rows of lettuce:



Lettuce be faithful



Lettuce be kind



Lettuce be happy



Lettuce really love one another


No garden should be without turnips :


Turnip for service when needed



Turnip to help one another



Turnip for music and dance


Water freely with patience:



And cultivate with love




There is so much fruit in your garden



Because you reap what you sow



To conclude your garden

We must have thyme:



Thyme for fun



Thyme for rest



Thyme for ourselves. 

